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Right: At a meeting of the House 
Labor-Management Relations 
Committee, Rep. Steve Sviggum, 
left, assures Lionell Iverson of 
Pequot Lakes that his workers' 
compensation benefits won't be 
affected by future changes to 
existing law. 

Left: Through an interactive video 
system, people in Monticello talk 
with members of the House 
Regulated Industries Committee 
at the Arvig Telephone Company 
in Pequot Lakes. 

Residents listen as lakeshore property owners 
testify before the House Environment and Natural 
Resources Committee about how faulty septic 
systems are polluting lake water .. 

"Tourism is the number one industry in the Brainerd 
lakes area," says Judi Smith, executive vice president 
of the Brainerd Area of Commerce. She 
testified before the House Commerce Committee at 
the Nisswa Community Center. 

During the town meeting at Crosby-Ironton High 
School, local resident Jeanne Simmonds ex
pressed her concerns about the special needs of 
gifted and talented students. Seated on stage 
were, left to right: Rep. Becky Lourey, Minority 
Leader Terry Dempsey, Majority Leader Dee 
Long, Rep. Kris Hasskamp, and 
Sen. Don Samuelson. 



encounter certain barriers," he said, 
adding that "it is the department's 
responsibility to look at the marketability 
of a dislocated worker." 

But despite the tough funding deci
sions, Wilkins said he's glad to make 
them, noting that few other states have 
committed the dollars Minnesota has to 
assisting dislocated workers. 

I A I Economic Development j 

PSL 300 

For years, MacMillan Bloedel of 
America, Inc. researchers have been 
studying ways to extend the supply of 
high quality wood-based materials to 
wean themselves from increasingly rare 
old growth forests. 

The result was "PSL 300," an engi
neered wood product whose first use will 
be as core material in the window and 
door manufacturing industries. The 
product's name _is an abbreviation of 
"parallel strand lumber" made from 300-
millimeter strands of aspen. 

Members of the House Economic 
Development Committee and the 
Appropriations Committee's State 
Government Division toured MacMillan 
Bloedel's new plant in Deerwood Sept. 5, 
the second day of the Brainerd 
Lakes/Cuyuna County Mini-Session. 

Donning hard hats and eye protectors, 
members got a close-up look at the plant 
which uses fast-growing aspen to fashion 
the composite wood product. 

The plant, which represents an $80 
million investment and is scheduled to 
open in about two months, will enable 
the forest products company to move 
away from dependence on old growth 
forests of pine, spruce, fir, and hemlock. 

But it also represents what can happen 
through grass roots economic develop
ment, said both community leaders and 
MacMillan Bloedel officials. 

"Community members did a tremen
dous job of selling Crow Wing County as 
a location for the plant," said John 
Robillard, general manufacturing 
manager of the plant, adding that it is 
"the first of its kind in the world." 

The plant itself will support 102 
permanent jobs aside from sales and 
marketing positions, said Bob Batt, 

MacMillan Bloedel's plant manager. 
Monthly salaries will range from $1,400 
to $2,500. In addition, he said it is 
expected that between 300 and 350 other 
jobs will be created as a result of the 
plant. 

Several Cuyuna Range Economic 
Development Inc. officials, who spear
headed the development, and members 
of other community development 
corporations, praised the work of grass 
roots economic development organiza
tions and urged lawmakers to continue 
their funding. 

"Keep us a part of the process of the 
planning for economic development," 
said one official. "Economic development 
more and more is coming from the top 
down. We're saying we work, we make it 
happen, we leverage a lot of money, and 
we bring a lot of jobs into the area." 

Gaming 

Grand Casino booming 

A year ago, Robin Eagle was unem
ployed and drawing a monthly AFDC . 
check from Mille Lacs County. Today, 
she has a full-time job, with health care 
benefits, at the Grand Casino and has 
been promoted twice in the past three 
months. 

She was just one of several people to 
praise the new casino at a Sept. 5 meeting 
of the House General Legislation, 

Veterans Affairs and Gaming Committee 
during the BrainerdLakes/Cuyuna 
Country Mini-Session. 

Unemployment on the Mille Lacs 
Reservation has dipped from nearly 45 
per cent in 1990 to virtually zero today 
because of the booming Grand Casino. It 
employs 783 workers; 40 percent of 
them are Native American. 

"Gaming is an economic resource that 
allows us to plan and build for our 
future," said Marge Anderson, chief 
executive of the Mille Lacs Band of 
Ojibwe Indians. 

Several projects are in the works to 
maximize the $9 million the casino is 
expected to net this year. Groundbreaking 
for a new school will take place within 
the next year, and there are also plans to 
make water and sewer improvements. In 
conjunction with the Minnesota Histori
cal Society, a new museum is in the 
planning stages to replace the old one 
along the shores of Lake Mille Lacs. 

And there are plans for more. 
In Hinckley, 60 miles to the east, a 

second Grand Casino will open next 
May. A golf course is also planned. 
Combined, they will have brought more 
than 2,000 jobs to the region, "without 
one state dollar," Anderson noted. 

Although several resorters along Lake 
Mille Lacs say the casino has been a boon 
to their businesses, others want the state 
to authorize gaming centers on non
Indian land. "Fairness" is often the reason 
cited, but tribal officials beg to differ. 

An open forum on health insurance access and costs was held before the House Financial 
Institutions and Insurance Committee Sept. 4 in a conference room at St. Joseph's 
Hospital in Brainerd. 
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Indian gaming issues provided the focus of the Sept. S meeting of the House General 
Legislation, Veterans Affairs and Gaming Committee. Testimony took place in the 
gymnasium at the Mille Lacs Reservation School. 

"This is not an issue of fairness," 
explained Anderson. "For us, it is gaming 
or nothing. Before gaming, we had 
nothing. If you [the state] allow other 
gaming, we will again have nothing." 

Committee members applauded the 
efforts of the Ojibwe, especially their 
willingness to work with local resorts. 

"But I think we need to be cautious," 
said Rep. Linda Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn 
Park). ''I'm concerned that this gaming 
craze could rear and turn on us - and 
there's quite a bit at stake here." 

The casino, which opened in March of 
1991, is expected to have more than a 
million tourists in its first year of opera
tion. 

Housing 

Housing woes 

Eleven people presented their views on 
rural housing issues Sept. 6 during an 
open forum before the House of Repre
sentatives' Housing Committee on the 
last day of the Brainerd lakes/Cuyuna 
Country Mini-Session. 

Those testifying at the meeting repre
sented local religious groups, social 
service organizations, builders' associa
tions, finance agencies, and employment 
programs. 

Dennis] ohnson, director of Crow 

Wing County Social Service, sees the 
housing situation in this area as "abys
mal" with substandard housing units and 
extremely high rents - "almost at 
metropolitan levels." While satisfied with 
a number of funding resources available, 
he cited a need for resources to provide 
safe, affordable housing for the mentally 
ill, which make up a large portion of the 
homeless population. 

Paul leDuc, pastor of the First Congre
gational United Church of God in 
Brainerd and founding president of the 
local Habitat for Humanity chapter, said 
he believes that affordable housing is 
achievable. 

The non-profit organization, whose 
goal is to make home ownership possible 
for the "working class poor," assists in 
both the financing and construction/ 
renovation of homes. Its goal is to 
provide mortgages with payments of 
between $200 and $250 per month. This 
year, the organization housed four 
families in Brainerd, said leDuc. 

Another Habitat for Humanity organi
zation exists in Bemidji where Jim Helzer, 
director of Bemidji's Housing and 
Redevelopment, and Economic Develop
ment authorities, serves on the board of 
directors. Though he says he is pleased 
with the efforts of the organization, he 
measures it against the larger housing 
picture in Bemidji. 

Right now, said Helzer, there are 1, 000 

units of substandard housing in Bemidji, 
and 56 percent of the housing available is 
rental property. "The greatest problem 
here is the need to have available 
affordable, decent, safe rental properties 
for low- and moderate-income families to 
live in," he said. 

Helzer labeled Bemidji a "minimum 
wage town." The houses are small, and, 
in certain sections, stand on 25-foot lots. 
In the center of the city, for example, the 
average house is 80 years old and the rent 
is very high, he said. 

The city also has a large state univer
sity, said Helzer, so in the fall, students 
compete with families for the same low
income rental properties which creates a 
tight housing market. And because 
Bemidji doesn't have a comprehensive 
inspection program, "you'll find people 
living in virtually anything that is 
standing" - a situation that is not only 
depressing, but dangerous, he said. 

l~I Banking 

Banking ad restrictions 

Is it enough to say "substantial penalty 
for early withdrawal" in small print at the 
bottom of advertisements for certificates 
of deposit? Or should much more 
detailed information be provided as is 
required under Minnesota law? 

The president of the American National 
Bank in Brainerd and the chair of the 
committee that oversees banking issues 
expressed sharply different opinions Sept. 
5 on the second day of the three-day 
Brainerd lakes/Cuyuna Country Mini
Session. 

Bank President Tomjohnson told 
members of the House Financial Institu
tions and Insurance Committee's Banking 
Division that of the five agencies that 
oversee bank advertising in the state, only 
Minnesota's Department of Commerce 
requires the more explicit disclosures. 

"You've got fine print all over those 
ads," he said. "The term [substantial 
penalty for early withdrawal] is okay for 
everybody but the state of Minnesota. It's 
absolutely ludicrous to have a fifth 
agency overlooking these ads. What I'm 
saying is· enough is enough." 

But Rep. Wes Skoglund (DFl-Mpls), 
chair of the Financial Institutions and 
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Insurance Committee, disagreed. "I don't 
see what's wrong with it," he said. 

After the meeting, Skoglund explained 
that the more stringent disclosures were 
added to state law a few years ago as a 
"consumer protection" and "truth-in
advertising" measure. 

"What the ads wouldn't say was what 
the interest rate really was," he said. 
"What's wrong with telling the truth 
about what your interest rates are?" 

In addition to spelling out the penalties 
for early withdrawal, Johnson said the 
state law requires additional disclosures 
on interest rates. Because those penalties 
and rates vary from CD to CD, Johnson 
said it's difficult to comply with the law. 

Only about half the banks in the state 
follow the requirement, said Johnson, 
adding that he and others believe the less 
restrictive federal regulations supersede 
state law - making it meaningless. But 
he said he doesn't want to press the 
matter in court. 

Instead, he hopes to persuade the 1992 
Legislature to do away with the require
ment. And he says both the Independent 
Bankers Association and the Minnesota 
Bankers Association support his position. 

Skoglund, however, may not be too 
receptive to the idea. 

"The law works well," he said after the 
meeting. "That's the first complaint I've 
heard." 

Minnesota sharply criticized the law 
before the House General Legislation, 
Veterans Affairs and Gaming Committee's 
Elections Division Sept. 6 on the last day 
of the three-day Brainerd Lakes/Cuyuna 
Country Mini-Session. 

Not only did they condemn the law for 
requiring voters to publicly declare their 
party affiliation before voting, but they 
also chastised members for not funding 
the election that is estimated to cost 
between $3 million and $5 .5 million 
statewide. 

"I think you would all be heroes and 
heroines if you repealed it [the law] , " said 
Marion Woie, the Wabado Township 
clerk in Cass County. "We don't need it 
and it's a waste of money." 

The law was approved by the 1989 
Legislature and amended in 1990. But it's 
still not clear what the full effects of the 
April 7, 1992, election will be. The law 
says state delegates to the national 
political conventions will be apportioned 
based on the presidential primary vote. 

But state DFL Party Chair Todd Otis, 
who attended the hearing at the Brainerd 
Technical College, said state law doesn't 
apply to his party because it is not a 
"governmental entity". It plans to follow 
the caucus system of electing delegates, 
arguing that the primary will be nothing 
more than a "beauty contest." 

He told the estimated 25 people who 
attended the hearing that a presidential 
primary would further weaken political 

I 
i I Elections I parties and make the process more 

.__& _ __.__ ____________ _. susceptible to slick campaign ads. 

Presidential primary 

Morrison County Auditor Russ Nygren 
had a suggestion for state legislators who 
authorized a presidential primary election 
to be held next year. 

Answer the phones in his office when 
the complaints start flooding in about a 
provision that will require voters to 
declare their party affiliation before they 
vote - information that will become a 
part of the public record. 

'The citizens are going to lose a lot of 
trust in the system and the people who 
are running it, and that's us," said Jerry 
Tvedt, Kanabec County auditor. "Who 
am I to say they have to declare their 
party." · 

County and township officials from 
throughout central and west central 

"The nature of American politics has 
degenerated into 30 second ads," he said. 
No representative from the state Indepen
dent-Republican Party spoke at the 
meeting. 

Several committee members, however, 
argued that it's the people who should 
decide who the candidates should be, 
not party leaders. 

But whether a presidential primary, the 
first in Minnesota since 1956, would 
bring more people into the process 
remains to be seen - at least among 
county auditors and township clerks. 

"I have three members of my board 
who will not vote," said Barbara Welty, 
the Kathio Township Clerk in Mille Lacs 
County, echoing the sentiments of several 
colleagues. "These people are just very, 
very secretive of how they vote. They feel 
that that's very private." 
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So how will delegates be chosen and 
who will pay for the election? 

Otis said after the meeting that his 
party doesn't intend to challenge the law 
in court, but Rep. Linda Scheid, (DFL
Brooklyn Park), chair of the Elections 
Division, says somebody probably will. 
She said she's confident that the law, 
which was written to conform with 
national Democratic Party rules, will 
withstand a challenge. And Scheid added 
that she hopes to ask the 1992 Legisla
ture for funding for the primary. 

When one county auditor thanked 
Scheid for a letter that pledged her 
support for funding, Rep. Tom Osthoff 
(DFL-St. Paul) underscored the difficulty 
in making good on such a pledge. 

"That and a quarter will get you a cup 
of coffee," he joked. 

Just off Highway 3 71 on the 
Brainerd/Baxter border is the 
Paul Bunyan Arboretum, where 
over 3 ,000 species of plants are 
tended on nearly 600 acres of 
land . 

A non-profit organization, the 
arboretum's 1, 700 members 
donate nearly 7 ,500 hours 
anually to staff the outdoor 
nature conservatory. It was 
designed to promote conserva
tion and to provide outdoor 
recreation that respects natural 
plants and wildlife. 

Founded in 1977, the 
arboretum maintains both 
formal and wildflower gardens, 
six kinds of fruit trees, nine 
varieties of berry trees, plus 
cherry and grape bushes.· 

Over 16 miles of groomed 
trails are used for hiking in the· 
summer, and cross-country 
skiing come winter. 

: 
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Town meeting 

R esidents had a chance to 
question lawmakers and voice 
concerns about local problems 

at the Brainerd Lakes/Cuyuna Country 
Town Meeting Sept. 5. The gathering, a 
part of a three-day mini-session, took 
place in the Crosby-Ironton High School 
auditorium. 

The dialogue between a panel of 
legislators and local citizens, teachers, 
students, and community leaders 
touched on many issues, including 
education, the environment, spending, 
cuts in funding, and violent crime. 

Gail McKenzie, a student from Crosby
Ironton High School's advanced place
ment government class, asked that more 
restrictions be placed on the Post
secondary Enrollment Options Act. She 
said the program creates a lack of 
specialized classes in their curriculum, a 
loss of teachers, and a "kind of breakup 
of their class." 

Jeanne Simmonds, a local woman who 
works with gifted and talented students, 
was concerned that such students are not 
getting the special attention they need. 
She pointed to 38 states that have 
mandated programs for gifted education 
and said it "saddened" her that Minne
sota, which is often called the "brain
power state," is not one of those states. 

Lansin Hamilton,, long-time area 
resident, stressed the importance of 
preserving the area's history. Most of the 
area's natural lakes are surrounded by 

"wall-to-wall cabins," he said. "There's no 
public shoreline left." He urged legisla
tors to save the minelands area as a state 
park 

One man wanted to know how 
legislators felt about "dumping all that 
money [into] Northwest Airlines?" Both 
Reps. Terry Dempsey (IR-New Ulm) and 
Wayne Simoneau (DFL-Fridley) said they 
felt that state participation was justified, 
and that the question should be whether 
we are adequately protecting the money 
we are investing, and whether the risk is 
worth taking. 

Speaking both as an elected official and 
a government worker, Mike Kneeland, 
mayor of Deerwood, who also works for 
the housing authority in Crosby, objected 
to the increase in state mandates and the 
cost of compliance: "We are peddling 
faster and faster trying to keep up with 
those rules that you're making. As mayor, 
I see over 100 laws come through each 
year .... When we have these additional 
requirements from the state, I wonder 
how on earth we're going to comply with 
them. Who's going to pay for it?" 

Brainerd Mayor Bonnie Cumberland, 
who is also a high school marketing 
teacher, said the cut in local government 
aid is "extremely painful" for central 
Minnesota. 

Rep. Connie Morrison (IR-Burnsville), 
former mayor of Burnsville, assured 
Cumberland that all regions of the state 
probably feel the same way. She urged 
mayors to get involved with the League of 
Minnesota Cities, where a combined 
group could draft a fair local government 

aid policy that everybody agrees to. 
In response to a written question on 

violence, Rep. Kathleen Vellenga (DFL-St. 
Paul), chair of the House judiciary 
Committee, overviewed the areas her 
committee is working on. "Particularly in 
the area of rape, the sentences are still too 
low," she said. "There is a need to keep 
better track - both in and out of prison 
- of the most violent criminals who are 
least likely to ever change. We are 
working to put people who will not 
benefit from rehabilitation into state 
security hospitals, rather than back into 
the community." 

Vellenga added that victim support 
services have a long way to go in Minne
sota, and that the state needs to sp~nd 
whatever money it takes to achieve an 
effective program. 

Commenting on the causes of violent 
crime, a woman, whose 19-year-old son 
was arrested for rape last year, attributed 
the increase of heinous crimes partly on 
pornography. "Pornography turns our 
children into abusers and victimizers," 
she said, "And unless we learn to stand 
together ... our nation is on the verge of 
losing a generation to. pornography." 

Rep. Becky Laurey (DFL~Kerrick) also 
offered her thoughts on the subject: "We 
must connect the way we treat our 
children, and the way we take care of our 
family problems now with the kinds of 
troubles that families and children 
experience later in life .... There is, 
indeed, a direct connection and we need 
to do a better job of educating and taking 
care of people in need right now." 
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Crow Wing County dairy farmer Dan 
Neeser wasn't exactly in the right forum, 
given his strong views on the subject. 
When Rep. Greg Davids (IR-Preston) 
asked him if he supported a federal, two
tiered milk pricing system, Neeser said, "I 
can't answer that. I don't believe in 
government. That's my philosophy." He 
later went on to say that the federal 
government has never approved a farm 
program that has been good to dairy 
farmers. The House Agriculture Commit
tee met Sept. 4 in a barn at the Brainerd 
High School Farm. 

Those who believe Eurasian water 
milfoil isn't a problem had better con
sider the following statistics. During a 
recent check of boats and trailers in the 
Twin Cities metropolitan area, 21. 7 
percent were found to have Eurasian or 
northern water milfoil on them. (There is 
no danger with northern water milfoil, 
but it is difficult in the field to distinguish 
from Eurasian water milfoil.) Another 
boat check north of the Twin Cities 
found that 3 percent of the boats and 
trailers were contaminated with Eurasian 
water milfoil. Jerry Engelbrecht, the 
DNR's regional enforcement supervisor in 
the Brainerd area, said the plants were 
usually on anchor ropes, the floors of 
boats, and on fishing line and equipment 
- places that were clearly visible. Some 
people attending the House Environment 
and Natural Resources Committee's 
Game and Fish Subcommittee meeting in 
Emily Sept. 4 called for stiffer penalties 
for transporting Eurasian water milfoil, a 
fast-growing aquatic plant that multiplies 
quickly in lakes. 

Rep. Willard Munger (DFL-Duluth) 
had a little advice for the citizens group 
that is seeking state park designation for 
the Croft Mine Historical Park. During a 
tour of the simulated mine, Munger said, 
"If you were smart you'd give something 
to Battaglia to have in his office." 

Rep. Dave Battaglia (DFL-Two Harbors) 
is chair of the House Appropriations 
Committee's Environment and Natural 
Resources Division, which controls the 
funding on state environmental pro
grams. 

Support for the state's 1992 presiden
tial primary seemed evenly divided 
among Independent-Republicans and 
DFLers during a Sept. 6 meeting of the 
House General Legislation, Veterans 
Affairs and Gaming Committee's Election 
Division. DFL Rep. Don Ostrom of St. 
Peter opposes the primary while his party 
colleague, Rep. Tom Osthoff of St. Paul, 
strongly supports it. On the Indepen
dent-Republican said, Rep. Ben Boo of 
Duluth is opposed to the primary while 
Rep. Gil Gutknecht of Rochester favors it. 
Gutknecht has more than a philosophical 
reason for supporting primaries. Back in 
1982, he won a sharply contested 
primary for House seat 33A by a mere 21 
votes. 

While talking about presidential 
primaries, the League of Minnesota Cities 
reminded the House General Legislation, 
Veterans Affairs and Gaming Committee's 
Election Division Sept. 6 that elections 
aren't cheap. The league estimates that 
the April 7, 1992, primary will cost $5.5 
million statewide. The league says that 
translates to 25 cents per capita for 
counties, 45 cents per capita for cities, 
and 62 cents per capita for townships. 

Minnesota's State University System 
now serves 33 percent of the state's post
secondary students on only 20 percent of . 
the allocated education dollars, said 
Martha Simpson, vice president of 
university relations at Saint Cloud State 
University (SCSU). Testifying Sept. 4 
before the House Education Committee's 
Higher Education Division at Brainerd 
Technical College, Simpson outlined a 
number of other challenges facing the 
state university system, including the 
transfer of credits. One of three new 
students entering SCSU is a transfer 
student, said Simpson. 
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One million tourists a year are 
expected to wager at the 18,000 square 
foot Grand Casino outside Garrison, 
Minn. Marge Anderson, chief executive of 
the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Indians, 
told lawmakers at a Sept. 5 meeting of 
the House General Legislation, Veterans 
Affairs and Gaming Committee that that 
means more dollars for everyone in the 
community. A survey conducted by 
Anderson shows 30 percent of area 
businesses reported increased revenue 
since the casino's opening, with 13 
percent showing a decrease. The remain
ing 57 percent reported no change. 

Want more walleyes for your lake? 
The Cuyuna Range Conservation Club 
says it has the answer at little cost to the 
state. The club has constructed a walleye 
rearing pond adjacent to the Mississippi 
River. Since 1962, it has produced more 
than six million walleyes that have been 
stocked in several area lakes. The DNR 
provides the walleye fry to fill the pond, 
but with the help of many volunteers, the 
club nourishes the tiny walleye fry until 
they grow to the size of fingerlings (3 to 6 
inches in length). The DNR then returns 
and stocks area lakes with the fish. 

If you're looking for more protein in 
your diet, how about adding a little more 
wild rice? The Minnesota Paddy Wild 
Rice Council says wild rice has 14 .1 
percent protein compared to just 6. 7 
percent for polished white rice. Likewise, 
wild rice has much more phosphorus, 
iron, potassium, thiamine, riboflavin, and 
niacin than its white rice counterpart. 
Wild rice is abundant in north central 
Minnesota. 

Lookout Tower in Mille Lacs Kathio 
State Park is one of a dozen best places in 
the state to see fall color, according to the 
Minnesota Office of Tourism in the fall 
issue of Minnesota Explorer. Just north of 
Onamia near Mille Lacs Lake, watch for 
signs off of Hwy. 169 and Hwy. 27. Take 
a short walk from the park road to a 100-
foot observ~tion tower. Climb the stairs 
for a long-distance view of an expanse of 
forest and the giant Mille Lacs Lake. 

c 
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Crow Wing missed its chance 

C.H. Beaulieu was skilled at many things. But history will 
always consider his negotiating prowess a bit suspect. 

Beaulieu, the owner of a trading post at the confluence of the 
Crow Wing and Mississippi rivers and founder of the town of 
Crow Wing, was sure the Northern Pacific railway would pass 
through his town. 

A trading post was established at the site as early as the 1820s. 
Several years later, the town served as a jumping off point for 
oxcart trains heading north from St. Paul on their journey to the 
Red River Trail. 

Later, when the logging industry boomed in the region, the 
town grew even larger. 

"The town became the outfitting center and a dispensary of 
rotgut whiskey," said the Brainerd Daily Dispatch's 1971 centennial 
edition. "By 1855 there were two churches, three missions and 
seven grog shops. Brawling and robbery were common." 

By the 1860s, Crow Wing was a thriving little town of nearly 
600 and was considered the major outpost in central Minnesota. 
Where else would a railroad cross the Mississippi? 

"The railroad company negotiated for some time with Clem 
Beaulieu and made him an offer, but Clem's price was too high," 
said the Brainerd Daily Dispatch's 1971 centennial edition. 

Instead, railroad officials sent a survey crew to the region and 
decided upon the present site of Brainerd, a few miles north of 
Crow Wing, for a river crossing. The original plat of Brainerd was 
made in 1870. 

Beaulieu "failed to realize that railroads sometimes build 
towns," wrote the newspaper. 

After Brainerd was established, the town of Crow Wing, a 
remnant of which can still be seen at Crow Wing State Park, 
slowly withered away. 

Legislature reconvenes Jan. 6 

The Legislature will reconvene on Monday, Jan. 6, 1992, so it 
can approve a redistricting bill to re-draw the boundaries of the 
state's eight congressional districts. 

The House hopes to approve a plan within a few days and then 
recess until Feb. 17. That's when the second year of the 77th 
Session of the Minnesota Legislature is scheduled to begin. 

The Legislature has already approved a redistricting plan to re
draw the state's 67 legislative districts. That bill became law when 
Gov. Arne Carlson.failed to veto it within the constitutionally 
mandated' time frame. 

That plan, however, is expected to be challenged in court. 
Legislative and congressional boundaries are required to be re

drawn every 10 years following the U.S. census to ensure that the 
population levels in the respective districts are nearly equal. 

This is done to uphold the "one-person, one vote" principle. 

Do You Know! 
Wheaton is home to the 

world's largest mallard, and 
Hackensack is home to Paul 
Bunyan's sweetheart. But did 
you know that the mine area in 
Crosby is the "Birthplace of the 
Space Age?" 

In 1957, the U.S. Air Force 
launched a balloon from the 
bottom of the 500-foot-deep 
Portsmouth mine pit. Project 
MAN-HIGH was the first 
manned balloon flight to break 
the 100,000-foot barrier, paving 
the way for manned space 
flights. 

The Air Force launched from 
the pit, which is now filled with 
water, because it needed a place 
below the earth's surface where 
there was no wind. 

The Croft Mine Historical Park 
is in the process of gathering 
more information about the 
historic launch from the Air 
Force so it can create. a display of 
the event. 

In the meantime, stationery 
touting the park bears the log~, 
"Birthplace of the Space Age." 

September 18, 1991 I Mini-Session Report 17 



Youngsters tried their hand at identifying 
the 11 official Minnesota state symbols -
milk, wild rice, loon, blueberry muffin ... 

Hats off to the 
Minnesota State Fair! 

Rep. Katy Olson of Sherburn, left, and Rep Sally Olsen of St. Louis Park were two of 
48 representatives who welcomed fairgoers to the House exhibit in the Education 
Building at the Minnesota State Fair, Aug. 22-Sept. 2, 1991. 

You saw them at the fair 
House members 

Dick Anderson (IR-Waseca) 
Hilda Bettermann (IR-Brandon) 
Roger Cooper (DFL-Bird Island) 
Terry Dempsey (IR-New Ulm) 
John Dom (DFL-Mankato) 
Sal Frederick (IR-Mankato) 
Jeff Hanson (DFL- Woodbury) 
Kris Hasskamp (DFL-Crosby) 
Bob Haukoos (IR-Albert Lea) 
Alice Hausman (DFL-St. Paul) 
Phil Heir (IR-Blaine) 
Paul Hufnagle (IR-Bloomington) 
Rep. RichardJefferson (DFL-Mpls) 
Alice Johnson (DFL-Spring Lake Park) 
Virgil Johnson (IR-Caledonia) 
Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) 
Henry Kalis (DFL-Walters) 
Rick Krueger (DFL-Staples) 
Harold Lasley (DFL-Cambridge) 
Peggy Leppik (IR-Golden Valley) 
Dee Long (DFL-Mpls) 
Teresa Lynch (IR-Andover) 
Mary Jo McGuire (DFL-Falcon Heights) 
Harriet McPherson (IR-Stillwater) 

Connie Morrison (IR-Burnsville) 
Dennis Newinski (IR-Maplewood) 
Sally Olsen (IR-St. Louis Park) 
Katy Olson (DFL-Sherbum) 
Tony Onnen (IR-Cokato) 
Tom Osthoff (DFL-St. Paul) 
Dennis Ozment (IR-Rosemount) 
Gene Pelowski (DFL-Winona) 
Tom Pugh (DFL-South St. Paul) 
Peter Rodosovich (DFL-Faribault) 
Linda Runbeck (IR-Circle Pines) 
Gary Schafer (IR-Gibbon) 
Bill Schreiber (IR-Brooklyn Park) 
Art Seaberg (IR-Eagan) . 
Wes Skoglund (DFL-Mpls) · 
Wayne Simoneau (DFL-Fridley) 
Loren Solberg (DFL-Bovey) 
Andy Steensma (DFL-Luverne) 
Doug Swenson (IR-Forest Lake) 
Eileen Tompkins (IR-Apple Valley) 
Sylvester Uphus (IR-Sauk Centre) 
Linda Wejcman (DFL-Mpls) 
Ray Welker (IR-Montevideo) 
Ted Winter (DFL-Fulda) 
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Brainerd Lakes/Cuyuna Country 

Number of lakes within a 30-mile radius ofBrainerd ..................................... 464 

Number of golf courses .................................................................................... 18 

Average snowfall per year, in inches, in Brainerd area ...................................... 44 

Number of miles of snowmobile trails ........................................................ 1 ,200 

Total, in tons, of iron ore shipped from the Armour No. 2 
Cuyuna Range Mine .............................................................. -................ 9 million 

Number of miners who died in the Ida May Mine flood of 1924, 
the greatest mine disaster in the Lake Superior region ..................................... 41 

Number of months it took to recover the bodies ................................................ 9 

Total number of trees planted in the Cuyuna Iron Range since 1978 ...... 129,298 

Percent of Crosby-Ironton High School graduates going to college .................. 65 

Number of employees, Cuyuna Regional Medical Center ............................... 265 

Number of employees, Ruttgers Bay Lake Lodge ................................ : ........... 250 

Population of Crosby-Ironton-Deerwood in 1960 ....................................... 3,876 

Population in 1990 ..................................................................................... 3,150 

Pupil-teacher ratio in Crosby-Ironton-Deerwood elementary schools ........... 14:1 

Sources: Brainerd Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce; Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation Board; MN 
Department of Trade & Economic Development "Community Profile.'' 
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For general information, call: 
House Public Information Office 
(612) 296-2146 or 
1-800-657-3550 

FAX: (612) 296-1563 

To obtain a copy of a bill, call: 
Chief Clerk's Office 
(612) 296-2314 

To find out about bill introductions or 
the status of a specific bill, call: 
House Index Office 
(612) 296-6646 

24-Hour Recorded Information 

For up-to-date committee meeting 
times and agendas, call: 
House Calls (612) 296-9283 

For Hearing Impaired 
Electronic communication for hearing 
impaired persons. To ask questions or 
leave messages, call: 
TDD Line (612) 296-9896 
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